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The Spallation Neutron Source (SNS) Project’s diagnostics
group has begun its implementation of more than 300 PC-
based Network Attached Devices (NAD). An implementa-
tion of this size creates many challenges, such as distribu-
tion of patches and software upgrades; virus/worm
potentials; and the configuration management, including
interaction with the SNS relational database. As part of the
initial solution, a base operating system (OS) configuration
has been determined and computer management software
has been implemented. Each PC requires a unique configu-
ration, but all are based on a common OS and supporting
applications. The diagnostics group has started with an
implementation of an XP Embedded (XPe) OS and uses
Altiris® eXpress Deployment Solution™ [2]. The use of XPe
and Altiris gives the diagnostics group the ability to easily

configure, distribute, and manage software on a large scale.

This paper describes the initial experience and discusses
plans for the future.
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