Procedure to install wire in clamp

The collar piece is the ring with the inner taper that seats on the clamping piece I am going to call the collet.

Remove any broken pieces of wire, release the collar from the collet. This means allow the collet to open.
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Thread the wire through the end of the collet that has the “C” type retaining ring on it (The far end of the picture). You are working from between the two clamp units. Make sure the wire is centered on the collet before tensioning (clamping ) with the collar. You clamp the collar closed by pushing (or pulling) the collar outward to make the collet clamp close. The taper is self-locking so it should stay in place once it is clamped.

Use something precise and pointy (we use pointed tweezers) on ½ of the collet where the wire is coming out. Use the tweezers to push the collet against the spring so that the collet extends out from the macor towards the middle of the fork. You do this so that you can place the black plastic spacer between the retaining ring and the macor piece. This “spacer” keeps the spring compressed while you go to work on the opposite end.
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Working from the middle of the fork, thread the wire back through the opposite collet, make sure you have that collet open.  Take care to center the wire in the collet.

Use your thumb and index finger to pull the wire through the collet until it is straight, but with no tension.

Push the collet inward against the spring and using the tweezers clamp the collar down onto the collet so that the wire is gripped.  Note that this step may take a few tries to develop the right amount of tension in the wire.

Go back to the end with the plastic spacer lodged in it.  Push the collet in so that you can slowly remove the spacer from between the macor and retaining ring.  Once the spacer is removed, carefully allow the spring to push the collet outward.  If all went well the wire should now be in tension (This will take a few tries).  

Cut the excess ends of the wire leaving a small amount of wire exposed.

You can check the tension by lightly touching the wire with your finger, it should spring right back, of course you need to be very careful when touching the wire.
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Push here with tweezers to extend collet on the other side








